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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 


1. (currently amended) A surgical snare device, comprising: 

a tubular sheath having a proximal end region and a distal end region; 

a shaft extending through and movable relative to the sheat h, the shaft having a dista! end 
that is disposed adjacent to the distal end region of the sheath : 

a swivel having a first end and a second end, the first end being coupled to the distal end 
of the shaft; and 

a snare loop coupled to the second end of the swivel , the snare loop being disposed 
adjacent the distal end region of the tubular sheath . 

2. (original) The snare device of claim 1, wherein the first end of the swivel is coupled to 
a distal end of the shaft. 

3. (original) The snare device of claim 1, wherein the shaft is moveable between a first 
position where the snare loop is substantially disposed within the sheath and a second position 
where the snare loop substantially extends distally out of the distal end region of the sheath. 

4. (previously presented) The snare device of claim 1, wherein the snare loop includes a 
plurality of proximal legs that are connected to the second end of the swivel. 

5. (withdrawn) The snare device of claim I, wherein the snare loop includes a plurality of 
proximal legs that are connected to a coupling member. 

6. (withdrawn) The snare device of claim 5 f further comprising a linking shaft coupled to 
and extending between the coupling member and the second end of the swivel. 
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7. (original) The snare device of claim 1, wherein the snaxe loop includes a braid. 

8. (previously presented) A snare loop device, comprising; 

a sheath having a proximal end region and a distal end region; 
a shaft extending through and movable within the sheath, the shaft having a distal end; 
a swivel having a first end and a second end, the first end being coupled to the distal end 
of the shaft; 

a snare loop havmg a plurality of proximal legs, the legs being coupled to the second end 
of the swivel; and 

wherein the swivel is configured to permit rotation of the snare loop relative to the shaft. 

9. (previously presented) The snare loop device of clam 8, further comprising a handle 
coupled to the proximal end region of the sheath, 

10. (previously presented) The snare loop device of claim 8, wherein the shaft is 
moveable between a first position where the snare loop is substantially disposed within the 
sheath and a second position where the snare loop substantially extends distally out of the distal 
end region of the sheath. 

11. (previously presented) The snare loop device of claim 8, wherein the snare loop 
includes a braid. 

12. (previously presented) The snare loop device of claim 8, wherein the swivel include a 
swivel body. 

13. (previously presented) The snare loop device of claim 12, wherein the proximal legs 
are attached to a first bearing disposed within the swivel body. 

14. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 13, wherein the first bearing is fixedly 
attached to ihe swivel body. 

Page 3 of U 


PAGE 4112 1 RCVD AT 8/21/2006 4:07:34 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO£FXRF-3/20 1 DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:^61235^349 • DURATION (mnKS):03»10 


SEP-21-06 14:14 FROM-CROMPTON SEAGER TUFTE LLC 


46123599349 


T-285 P. 05/1 Z F-207 


AppL No. 10/717,775 

ArodL dated September 2 1 , 2006 

Reply ro Office Action of June 22, 2006 


15. (previously presented) The snare loop device of claim 13, wherein the first bearing is 
rotatable within the swivel body. 

16. (previously presented) The snare loop device of claim 15, wherein the legs extend 
through a second bearing that is fixedly attached to the swivel body. 

17. (previously presented) The snare loop device of claim 15, wherein the shaft is 
attached to a third bearing, 

18. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 17, wherein the third bearing is fixedly 
ait ached to the swivel body. 

19. (cun-ently amended) The snare loop device of claim 17, wherein the third second 
bearing is rotatable within the swivel body. 

20. (withdrawn) A snare loop device, comprising: 

a sheath having a proximal end region and a distal end region; 
a shaft extending through and movable within the sheath, the shaft having a distal end; 
a swivel having a first end and a second end, the first end being coupled to the distal end 
of the shaft; 

a snare loop having a plurality of proximal legs, the legs being coupled to a linking shaft; 

wherein the linking shaft is coupled to the second end of the swivel; and 

wherein the swivel is configured to permit rotation of the snare loop relative to the shaft 

21. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 20, wherein the legs are coupled to the 
linking shaft by a connector. 

22. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 20, finther comprising a handle coupled 
to the proximal end region of the sheath. 
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23. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 20, wherein the shaft is moveable 
between a first position where the snare loop is substantially disposed within the sheath and a 
second position where the snare loop substantially extends distally out of the distal end region of 
the sheath. 

24. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 20, wherein the snare loop includes a 

braid. 

25. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 20, wherein the swivel include a swivel 

body. 

26. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 25, wherein the linking shaft is attached 
to a first bearing disposed within the swivel body. 

27. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 26, wherein the first bearing is fixedly 
attached to the swivel body. 

28. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 26, wherein the first bearing is rotatable 
within the swivel body. 

29. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 28, wherein the legs extend through a 
second bearing that is fixedly attached to the swivel body. 

30. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 28. wherein the shaft is attached to a 
third bearing. 

31. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 30, wherein the third bearing is fixedly 
attached to the swivel body. 
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32. (withdrawn) The snare loop device of claim 30, wherein the third bearing is rotatable 
within the swivel body. 

33. (withdrawn) A method for removing a polyp, comprising the steps of: 

providing a self-orienting snare loop device, the device including a sheath, a shaft 
disposed within the sheath, a handle coupled to the sheath and the shaft, a swivel having a first 
end region coupled to a distal end region of the shaft, and a snare loop coupled to a second end 
region of the swivel; 

configuring the device so that snare loop is disposed in the sheath; 

advancing the sheath through a body lumen to a position adjacent a polyp; 

moving the shaft so that the snare loop extends distally from the sheath; 

orienting the snare loop by engaging the polyp with the snare loop; and 

proximally retracting the snare loop into the sheath, thereby cutting the polyp. 

34. (withdrawn) The method of claim 33, further comprising the step of delivering 
current to the snare loop. 

35. (withdrawn) The method of claim 34, wherein the step of delivering current to the 
snare loop includes delivering mono-polar current. 

36. (withdrawn) The method of claim 34, wherein the step of delivering current to the 
snare loop includes delivering bipolar current. 

37. (currently amended) A self-orienting snare loop device, comprising: 
a tubular sheath having a proximal end region and a distal end region; 

a shaft disposed within the sheath, the shaft having a distal end that is disposed adjacent 
to the distal end region of the sheath: 

a handle coupled to the proximal end region of the sheath; 

wherein the handle include a sliding member, the sliding member being coupled to the 
shaft such that movement of the sliding member results in movement of the shaft; 
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a swivel coupled to the distal end of the shaft; 

wherein the swivel is disposed adjacent the distal end region of the sheath; and 
a snare loop coupled to the swiveL the snare loop h^ np disposed adjacent the distal end 
region of the tubular sheath . 
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